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The castles and castle towns of Japan demonstrate great creativity and are unique to this country.
Visitors are urged not only to look at donjons but to walk about and examine the organization of castle towns and the
appearance of surviving matiya.
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Castles and Castle towns in Edo period
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The present condition of the inner enclosures of Himezi Castle, prepared from a Geographical Survey Institute map.
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02 The Present Condition of Himezi Castle

This drawing, showing the inner enclosures (utiguruwa) of Himezi Castle as they are now, is based
on a present-day map.

A comparison of the Nakane drawing and this drawing shows that the moats (hori) and stone walls
(isigaki) both inside and outside the inner enclosures have remained virtually unchanged. The moat to
the east of the enclosure that was referred to as a place for construction work (sakuziba) has been
filled in, so that this area, now occupied by a zoo, is no longer cut off from the rest of the grounds.

At the time the Nakane drawing was made, many residential buildings stood in the tertiary
enclosure (sannomaru), and some of the residential buildings survived even in the western enclosure
(i 1) and the main encll ( aru). However, those buildings are no longer extant.

By comparison, the donjons (tensyu) that are the symbols of the castle and the two-story towers
(nizyi-yagura) and tamon-yagura (long, narrow buildings constructed along stone walls) that surround
the main and western enclosures survive for the most part and make the inner enclosures of Himezi
Castle an impressive sight even from a distance.
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Himezi Castle,
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22 Enclosing a Castle Town 3.

Stone Walls In Himezi Castle, an earthen embankment rises from the moat on the north side of the
inner enclosures; only at the very top does it become a stone wall. However, the walls inside the inner
compounds are basically stone.

Kumamoto Castle is well known for its high, solidly-constructed stone walls. Some of those walls
were built when Kato Kiyomasa was lord of the castle while others were constructed by the Hosokawa
family. Beneath the residence of the main enclosure, stone walls built in the Katd era and those built
when the castle was expanded in the Hosokawa era overlap, and the difference in slope is quite
apparent.

The stone walls of Himezi Castle and Kanazawa Castle were often expanded or relaid in the Edo
period, resulting in obvious differences in appearance.

The two stone walls below the main enclosure of Kumamoto Castle. (Right, the Kato-era wall ; feft, the Hosokawa-era wall.)
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Isikawa Gate, Kanazawa Castle. (Above, Isikawa Gate and Wall ; below, the view of a masugata from within a yaguramon.)
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